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PARENT/CARER INFORMATION SHEET
Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s),

	Your child’s school is going to be involved in a study of the Peer-to-Peer Coaching (P2P) programme. This is being funded by the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF), delivered by CoachBright, and evaluated by a team of researchers from RAND Europe and University of Leeds. We gained full support from your child's school to evaluate the Peer-to-Peer Coaching programme, but if you don’t want us to include your child in this study, you need to tell us. You can do this by filling in the ‘I don’t want my child to take part’ form on page 5 and handing in to your school.
The full details of the study are below. This information sheet should be read alongside the privacy notice for parents which explains in more detail how any personal data about your child will be collected and processed.



What is the Peer-to-Peer Coaching Programme?
This programme involves CoachBright training fifteen Year 10 pupils (peer coaches) to coach fifteen Year 7 pupils (coachees) in maths, helping them to build their knowledge and confidence in maths, as well as their metacognition (how children think about how they learn best) and self-efficacy (whether children believe that they can succeed in tasks and challenges). The programme runs as follows, with a CoachBright Programme Manager and a member of the school staff (the School Coordinator for the programme) attending in-person at each stage to facilitate.
· Support for School Coordinator: CoachBright will provide resources for the School Coordinator, coaches and coachees to implement the Peer-to-Peer coaching programme, including support to match suitable pairs.
· Training for coaches: CoachBright Programme Manager runs a training session for Year 10 pupils on how to be an effective academic coach (2-3 hours).
· Launch:  A launch event where coaches and coachees get to know each other and can discuss mathematical areas to focus on during the programme.
· Coaching: 10 hours (60 minutes per week for 10 weeks) of one-to-one coaching for 15 Year 7 coachees delivered by trained Year 10 coaches and facilitated by trained Programme Managers at CoachBright. This will also include 15-minute one- to- one face to face debriefs with the CoachBright Programme Manager following each coaching session. The coaching sessions will not take place in core subject time (Maths, English or Science).
· Coaching Accreditation: Year 10 coaches will be able to develop skills which enable them to be awarded with gain a Student Leadership Accreditation, as CoachBright work in association with the Schools, Students, and Teachers Network (SSTN).



What does the study involve? 
We want to find out if Peer-to-Peer Coaching helps pupils develop better maths skills and gain confidence in their numeracy. 
The study will take the form of a randomised controlled trial; this means that some schools will be randomly selected to receive peer-to-peer coaching, and some schools will be randomly selected not to receive peer-to-peer coaching. The study will compare maths attainment of selected pupils in Year 7 and Year 10 in secondary schools during the 2025-2026 school year who receive the peer-to-peer coaching programme against selected pupils in the same year groups in schools that do not receive the programme.
Schools will be randomly assigned either to receive the peer-to-peer coaching programme (the intervention group) or to carry on with teaching and learning as normal (the control group). There will be an equal chance of your child’s school being allocated to each group, with half the schools in the intervention group and half in the control group.  If, after randomisation, your child’s school is assigned to receive the peer-to-peer programme, then your child will participate in the programme either between October 2025 to February 2026 or February 2026 to June 2026. 
What will taking part in the study involve?

At the start of the study, we will ask your child to complete a survey to better understand their beliefs and attitudes about maths. The same assessment will be repeated in either March or June 2026. This will allow us to see whether there have been any changes in their beliefs and attitudes about maths during this time.
We would also like to understand whether peer-to-peer coaching has an impact on maths performance (i.e., attainment). In order to do this, we will use well-established numeracy tests. In coordination with your child’s school, assessors from the University of Leeds, will visit schools and ask children to complete a digital maths test (Progress Test in Maths). They will also complete a second test which focuses on either metacognition (thinking about learning) or their maths self-efficacy (beliefs about completing a task), using either the Maths Self-Efficacy Scale or Junior Metacognition Awareness Inventory Test. Your child will only take part in either the metacognition or self-efficacy test, but will not be asked to complete both: which test they receive will be picked randomly. These tests will be conducted in their school and administered by the University of Leeds in either in March or June 2026. We will also be collecting historical data on test scores (KS2 maths results) from the National Pupil Database. 
All of the tests used as part of this study are designed to be age-appropriate and broadly aligned to the curriculum taught to your child in school.
We are also keen to hear about the experience of peer-to-peer coaching from teachers and children. To help us gather this information, the University of Leeds will also be visiting some schools to observe peer-to-peer coaching sessions and talk to those involved in the programme (the intervention group). The purpose of these visits will be to understand children’s experiences of the Peer-to-Peer Coaching programme using focus groups. These focus groups will include 4-5 children, will last no more than 20 minutes, and will involve children describing their experiences. They will be audio recorded and transcribed. Participation in a focus group is voluntary, and your child will be asked to give consent on the day if a researcher visits your child’s school and they are selected to take part. 

All researchers and assessors involved in supporting testing and focus groups will have completed safeguarding and data protection training and undergone all the necessary checks including a recent Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate check.
What do you need to know?

It is up to you if you want your child involved but you have to tell us if you don’t want your child to take part. 
If you choose not to include your child in the study, this will have no impact on your child or the lessons they receive, or on whether the school uses the Peer-to-Peer programme or not, if assigned to the intervention group. It means that their data will not be collected for the study, or if their data has already been collected it will be destroyed. If you change your mind at any point during the study, you will be able to withdraw your child’s participation without having to say why.
We won’t tell other people about anything specific about your child.
We assure you that all information relating to you and your child will be treated in the strictest confidence and processed in accordance with UK General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR).  Any sharing of the evaluation findings (e.g. through reports, academic publications and presentations) will be in an anonymous format.  We will not mention your child’s school or your child’s name in any report or publication coming from the study.
We will carefully look after the information we have about your child and their school
We will collect demographic and educational details about your child, including their name, date of birth, gender, unique pupil number, school name, year group, eligibility for Free School Meals and/or Pupil Premium Funding, Eligibility for Service Premium, English as an Additional Language status, Special Educational Needs status, attendance at tutoring sessions, and academic scores, metacognition or maths self-efficacy. CoachBright will also collect information to show that your child might be eligible to take part for other reasons, for example if your child is a young carer, is a Looked After Child, is a refugee or asylum seeker or whether neither parent has attended higher education. 
All information about the school and your child will be pseudonymised, meaning that personal details will be removed and replaced by researchers with meaningless identifiers, ensuring. children cannot be easily identified. The ‘key’ that matches the meaningless identifiers to names will be stored securely in a password protected folder accessible only by researchers on the project using a password protected computer. All information about the school and your child will be accessible only to researchers and the delivery team on the project data will be sent to the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) and archived by FFT Education (EEF’s data archiver) in a pseudonymised form for future research. The University of Leeds will anonymise and retain data from focus groups for future teaching and research.

The research team has completed a Data Protection Impact Assessment and obtained ethical approval from RAND Europe’s ethics boards (Approval given 24/02/2025, Ref: 022807/022) and from the University of Leeds. Cross-Faculty Research Ethics Committee (Faculties of Business, Environment & Social Sciences) (Ref: 2621). Further GDPR, third-party, and confidentiality details are in the Privacy Notice, which you must read and acknowledge before proceeding.

Please note, if any information raises safety concerns, researchers may report it as part of their safeguarding responsibilities.




What do I need to do now?

If you are happy with all of this, you don’t have to do anything. If you are happy for your child to take the age-appropriate assessments of maths and attitudes towards maths and for your child’s school to share your child’s data with us, as described above, then you do not need to do anything.

If you aren’t happy to get involved, then you need to tell us. If you do NOT want to share your child’s data as described above, please complete the attached ‘Parent/carer: I don’t want my child to take part’ form and hand it to your teacher who will then let us know. 
You are free to withdraw your child’s information for use in this study at any time. You can do that by informing the school who will then contact the research team.
Please note: Children whose parents have indicated that they wish to withdraw their child’s data from the study (i.e. the assessments) may still participate in the programme if their school is assigned to the intervention group. 


You can find out more about RAND Europe and University of Leeds at https://www.rand.org/randeurope.html and https://www.leeds.ac.uk/. 
You can find out more about the EEF at www.educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk.
 You can find out more about CoachBright at www.coachbright.org.uk.

Thank you for taking the time to read this information. 
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The Peer-to-peer coaching Study
PARENT/CARER: I don’t want my child to take part
If you are happy for your child to take part in the study and for your school to share your child’s data with us, as described in the information sheet, then you do not need to complete this form.
If you do NOT want to your child to participate in the study, please complete and return this form to your child’s school. Your child may still participate in the programme, even if you indicate that you wish to withdraw your child’s data from the study. 
If you do not return a completed form, we will assume you are happy for your school to share information for use in this study and for us to collect data via tests.
I do NOT want my child to participate in the study or for my child’s data to be shared for the evaluation of the Peer-to-Peer Coaching programme. 


Child’s Name (Please print clearly) …………………………………………………………............
Parent/Carer Name (Please print clearly) ..………………………………………………………....
Signature …………………………………………….…………………………………………………
Date ……………………………………………………………………………………………............
School Name ..…………………………………………………………………………………………

To be filled in by school staff member: 
Name of school staff member processing the withdrawal …….………………………………….

HAND IN TO YOUR CHILD’S SCHOOL.
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