GGrace 1demy Coventry

LEARNING TRUST

Grace Academy Coventry

Admissions Policy 2023-2024

Policy Reference:
Version:
Author
Applicable to
Checked by
Valid From

Review Date

GA-SP002
V13
N Whiles
Grace Academy Coventry
Governing Body
September 2023

September 2024




Admissions Policy

Contents
IO 1 1 TSSO TSP TP SPURPRPERSPTPRN 2
2. Legislation and StatUtOry rEQUITEIMENTS .......cc.vciviiieieieie st st ee et e e s e e e et e e s ae st e s teesaesaeseteseestesseeneeseenseseenrenrs 2
B DEFINMILIONS ...ttt bbbt bbb h b h kb h R E R R R AR R R R bR R bRt bt bbb 2
A HOW TO APPIY vttt b ekt b et h bt h b e b b ek AR E R £ E R R AR R R R R R R R ARt bRt R bRt b e r et b 2
5. Requests for admission outside the NOrMal AgE QrOUP ......cviieiiiiiiieie s iee sttt e e e e seesrenes 3
oI (o Tor= i 0T g ol o] =Tt SRS 3
T Yo g TS o T g I 0 o] T =T PP PROP PR 3
6.2 OVEISUDSCIIPTION CIITEITA ....veiitie ittt b et b e b e e b bt e b e e e e b bt e sh e e e ab bt e sbe e e abb e e sbneenbbeesbneennreas 4
[T T =T o =Y RSP 4
6.4 ChallENGING BENAVIOU .....ccciiiii ittt e s e e e et e e s eat e e e e e tte e e e aateeeesaeeee e sbeeeeaaseeeessseeeeasseeeesnnneeesseeeenn 4
5.5 FAIl ACCESS PrOTOCOL. ... ettt b bttt b e s b e e Rt e Rt e et e R et eR e e e Rt e b e e b e e s r e e sneare e sreeeneeneenns 4
A V== L= o 0 g T=T] o] o SR 4
7.0 IN-YAI @PPIICALIONS ...ttt ettt b e bt e bt e b e e b et e b bt b ekt R et e R et e nR e e e R et R e e e R bt e ehn e e nbr e e nnneennr s 4
2 V= Y1 = o 11 L1 Y2 USSR 5
7.3 Applications from cChildren fromM OVEISEAS .......vuiii i s e e e st e e e et e e e s bb e e e e sabe e e e snnaeeesanreeean 5
A = TU R o T 1] PP P PRSPPI 5
BN 10 [0 L= o o o FTor= Y o L3RR 5
8. APPEAIS ..t h R bR R R R bR R R Rk bR R R e R R bRt R bbb bbbt b e 6
LI ol a1 (o gl aTo BT =T To =T 0 0= T | £ SR 6
PV o] o1=T g lo [y AN €] = (ot AN o= To (=T 4 A OT0 1Y/ =T o1 1 Y OSSR 7
1. Definitions and FUrther INFOrmMation ..........oiiiiiiii et sr e b e et be e snees 7
OV T8 U] 1ol g1 o 14 Lo W G4 1 4=] 4 - L PR PR PPURPN 8
APPHCALIONS FOr SIXEN FOIM L.ttt a e h bbbt s b bt e sa bt e s hb e e s s bt e sab e e sab e e snbeesnbeesnbeennnee e 9



Admissions Policy

1. Aims

This policy aims to:
e Explain how to apply for a place at Grace Academy Coventry;
® Set out the Trust’s arrangements for allocating places to the pupils who apply to this Academy;

e Explain how to appeal against a decision not to offer your child a place

2. Legislation and statutory requirements

This policy is based on the following advice from the Department for Education (DfE):

e School Admissions Code

e School Admission Appeals Code

As an academy, the school is required by its funding agreement to comply with these codes, and
with the law relating to admissions as set out in the School Standards and Framework Act
1998. This policy complies with our funding agreement and Articles of Association.

3. Definitions

The normal admissions round is the period during which parents can apply for state-funded school
places at the school’s normal point of entry (e.g. Year 7), using the common application form
provided by their home local authority.

Looked after children are children who, at the time of making an application to a school, are:

® Inthe care of a local authority, or

® Being provided with accommodation by a local authority in exercise of its social services functions

Previously looked after children are children who were looked after, but ceased to be so because
they:

e Were adopted under the Adoption Act 1976 or the Adoption and Children Act 2002; or

® Became subject to a child arrangements order; or
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® Became subject to a special guardianship order

This includes children who appear to have been in state care outside of England and have ceased
to be in state care due to being adopted.

A child reaches compulsory school age on the prescribed day following his or her fifth birthday (or
on his or her fifth birthday if it falls on a prescribed day). The prescribed days are 31 December, 31
March and 31 August.

4. How to apply

For applications in the normal admissions round you should use the application form provided by
Coventry City Council (click HERE). You can use this form to express your preference for a minimum
of 3 state-funded schools, in rank order. You will receive an offer for a school place directly from
your local authority.

5. Requests for admission outside the normal age group

Parents are entitled to request a place for their child outside of their normal age group.
In order to do so, Parents/Guardians should contact the Vice Principal for admissions in
writing stating the following:

- Child’s full name and date of birth

- Any history of schooling outside of their chronological age group/year and the
reasoning behind this

- Any medical or professional documentation which supports this request

- The length of time parents would like this to apply for (for example, one year or
more than one year) and the reasoning behind this.

Decisions on requests for admission outside the normal age group will be made on the basis of the
circumstances of each case (including any potential safeguarding considerations) and in the best
interests of the child concerned. In accordance with the School Admissions Code, this will include
taking account of:

e Parents’ views
e Information about the child’s academic, social and emotional development
e Where relevant, their medical history and the views of a medical professional

e Whether they have previously been educated out of their normal age group

3
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e Whether they may naturally have fallen into a lower age group if it were not for being born
premature

® The Principal’s views

Wherever possible, requests for admission outside a child’s normal age group will be processed as
part of the main admissions round. They will be considered on the basis of the admission
arrangements laid out in this policy, including the oversubscription criteria listed in appendix A.
Applications will not be treated as a lower priority if parents have made a request for a child to be
admitted outside the normal age group.

Parents will always be informed of the reasons for any decision on the year group a child should be
admitted to. Parents do not have a right to appeal if they are offered a place at the school but it is
not in their preferred age group.

6. Allocation of places

6.1 Admission number
The school has the following agreed admission numbers for pupils for entry in Year 7: 210

Arrangements for admission to Year 12 are set out in Appendix A

6.2 Oversubscription criteria
All children whose Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) names the Academy will be admitted before any
other places are allocated. If there are spaces available in the year group you are applying for, your child will
be offered a place.

Inthe event that the Academy receives more applications than the number of places it has available,
places will be given to those children who meet any of the criteria set out in appendix A for Grace
Academy Coventry.

6.3 Tie break
In the case of 2 or more applications that cannot be separated by the oversubscription criteria
outlined above, the school will use the distance between the Academy and a child’s home as a tie
breaker to decide between applicants. Priority will be given to children who live closest to the
Academy. Distance will be measured in a straight line from the child’s home address to the
Academy’s main front gates on Wigston Road. A child’s home address will be considered to be
where he/she is resident for the majority of nights in a normal school week.

Where the distance between two (or more) children’s homes and the Academy is the same, random
allocation will be used to decide between them. This process will be independently verified.
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6.4 Challenging Behaviour
We will not refuse to admit a child on behavioural grounds in the normal admissions round or at any
point in the normal year of entry. We may refuse admission in certain cases where the specific
criteria listed in the School Admissions Code (paragraph 3.8) apply, i.e. where section 87 of the
School Standards and Framework Act 1998 is engaged.

We may refuse admission for an in-year applicant for a year group that is not the normal point of
entry, only in such a case that we have good reason to believe that the child may display challenging
behavior that may adversely affect the provision we can offer. In this case, we will refer these
pupils to the Fair Access Protocol. We will not refuse admission on these grounds to looked after
children, previously looked after children and children with EHC plans listing the Academy.

6.5 Fair Access Protocol
We participate in Coventry City Council’s Fair Access Protocol. This helps ensure that all children,
including those who are unplaced and vulnerable or having difficulty in securing a school place in-
year, get access to a school place as quickly as possible.

7. In-year admissions

7.1 In-year applications
Parents/Carers can apply for a place at any time outside the normal admissions round. As is the case in the
normal admissions round, all children whose EHC Plan names the Academy will be admitted. Likewise, if
there are spaces available in the year group you are applying for, your child will be offered a place.

7.2 Availability
A school’s published admission number (PAN) only applies to the usual point of entry in a school. In the case
of Grace Academy Coventry this is Year 7 or Year 12 (sixth form). For other year groups which are not the
usual points of admission, it will be for the admission authority (currently Coventry City Council) to
determine whether there are available spaces or whether admissions beyond a particular level would cause
prejudice to the provision of efficient education, i.e. would cause the Academy practical problems in
delivering appropriate education provision to its existing pupils.

The Academy’s default position is that the PAN (from the point of admission) continues to be a relevant
benchmark to determine whether a request for admission can be accepted or rejected. There may however
be occasions where the Academy feels it is necessary to set an operational capacity for a year group (or
groups) which is different to the ‘PAN’. In those cases, admission applications may be declined. If this is the
case, the Local Authority will communicate this decision to both applicant and local authority.

If there are no spaces available at the time of application, the child’s name will be added to a waiting list for
the relevant year group. When a space becomes available it will be filled by one of the students on the
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waiting list in accordance with the oversubscription criteria listed in Appendix A. Priority will not be given to
children on the basis that they have been on the waiting list the longest.

7.3 Applications from children from overseas
Grace Academy Coventry will not allocate a school place to a child that is not resident in the UK. The

exception to this is for children of UK service personal and crown servants. In these cases, we will allocate a
place in advance of the family arriving in the area, provided the application is accompanied by an official
letter that declares:

e Arelocation date, and

® A Unit postal address or quartering area address for consideration of the application against
oversubscription criteria.

If an applicant owns a property within the catchment area but is not living in it, perhaps because they are
working abroad at the time of application, that address will not be accepted for the purposes of admission
until the Academy is satisfied the child is resident at that address.

7.4 Bus passes
Bus passes may be available, at the discretion of the Local Authority for those children who live outside of

the catchment area and are vulnerable, disadvantaged or eligible for the Pupil Premium.

7.5 Fraudulent applications
Address evidence is frequently requested, monitored and checked and places will be withdrawn when false

information is deliberately provided.

In order to comply with the School Admissions Code, Coventry City Council will be informed of all in-year
applications and the outcome of each one. A continuing interest list will be maintained until the applicant
reaches the end of the first half term of the Autumn Term in Year 10. . Parents have the right to appeal
against non-admission. Grace Academy Coventry will write to you with the outcome of your application and
if you have been unsuccessful, and if desired, how to begin the appeals process. Applications for in-year
admissions should be submitted as set out in Appendix A.

8. Appeals

Parents will have the right of appeal to an Independent Appeal Panel if they are dissatisfied with an
admission decision in relation to the offering of a place for a student to Grace Academy. The Appeal
Panel will be independent of the Academy and will be composed of three members who will include:
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® At least one person who has no personal experience of Grace Academy defined as a ‘lay
member’

® At least one person with experience in education.

The arrangements for appeals will be in line with the Code of Practice on Academy Admission Appeals
published by the Department of Education as it applies to academies.

Parents will normally have 14 days (10 working days) after notification of a place not being offered at Grace
Academy to lodge an appeal. The notification will indicate the reasons for refusal of a place and of the right
of appeal.

Parents wishing to appeal against an admission decision by Grace Academy should send a completed
appeal form to the Clerk to the Appeal Panel at the address given on the appeal form. Other
documents may be submitted in support of an appeal and should be lodged with the Clerk to the
Appeal Panel not less than 7 days before the appeal hearing.

Parents will be given 14 days (10 working days) notice of the appeal hearing, unless they agree to a
shorter period of notice. At least 7 days before the hearing Grace Academy will provide the parent
with a written statement detailing the reasons why it has not been possible to allow the student to
attend Grace Academy. The Appeal panel will have the discretion to refuse to admit late evidence.

The Clerk to the Appeal Panel will, if possible, inform parents of the Appeal Panel’s decision on the
day of the hearing. In the case of the appeal hearings taking in excess of one day the Clerk to the
Appeal Panel will contact parents with the decision on the final day of the hearings. The parents will
also be informed of the outcome in writing within 14 days (10 working days) of the date of the
hearing. In the case of unsuccessful appeals, the Appeal Panel will give the parents their reasons for
not upholding the appeal.

9. Monitoring arrangements

This policy will be reviewed and approved by the local governing body every year.
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Appendix A — Grace Academy Coventry

1. Definitions and Further Information

Brothers and Sisters

The Admission Authority, Grace Academy Coventry sees the benefits of children from the same
family attending the same Academy and gives priority to brother and / or sister connections in its
policy for allocating places. The definition of brother or sister includes step-brothers, step-sisters,
half- brothers, half-sisters and adopted brothers and sisters living at the same permanent address.
However, where the Academy is over-subscribed no guarantee can be given that places will be
available for brothers and sisters. Where the final place in a year group is offered to one of twins or
other multiple births the parent has to decide which child will take up the place.

Compulsory Academy age

Brothers and sisters are required to be of compulsory Academy age within the oversubscription
criteria. This means they must be attending in Years 7 to 11 at the time that the applicant would be
joining the Academy.

Distance

If it is not possible to meet all of the requests in any one of the categories described above, the
requests will be prioritised within that category by reference to distance. The Academy calculates
these measurements on behalf of the academy. A straight-line measurement will be

made, using a computerised mapping system, from the centre of the child's residence - to the front
gate of the Academy site. The address used must be the child's permanent home address. The
shortest measurement will have the highest priority. Where the final place in a year group can be
taken by two or more children living an equal distance from the Academy, the Local Governing Body
will use the tie break method as per paragraph 6.3 in the policy.

Home address

A pupil's home address is considered to be a residential property that is the child's only or main
residence. At the time places are allocated, proof of permanent residence at the property concerned
may be required. Where documentary evidence can substantiate to the satisfaction of the Local
Authority that care is split equally between parents at two homes, parents must name the address

to be used for the purpose of allocating a place.
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If a place at the Academy is offered on the basis of an address that is subsequently found to be
different from a child's normal and permanent home address, then that place is liable to
withdrawal.

Catchment Area

One of the aims of the Academy is to serve its neighbourhood and develop links with the local
community to strengthen the Academy and the community. The area served by an Academy is
known as the catchment area. The areas/roads which fall into the academy’s catchment are listed on
the Academy’s website in the admission section.

Late Applications

All applications received up to and including 31 October 2023 will be treated as on time.
Applications received after this date due to a house move will be treated as on time up to 31

December 2023. All other applications received after 31 October 2023 will be considered to be late
and may not be processed until after 1 March 2024.

Operation of Waiting Lists

Subject to provisions regarding waiting lists and the Local Authority’s co-ordinated admissions
scheme, the Academy will operate a waiting list for each year group. Where in any year Grace
Academy Coventry receives more applications for places than there are places available, a waiting list
will operate. This will be maintained by Grace Academy Coventry and it will be open to any parent to
ask for his or her child’s name to be placed on the waiting list, following an unsuccessful application.

A child’s position on the waiting list will be determined solely in accordance with the
oversubscription set out in paragraph 2 (clauses a to f) below. Where places become vacant they
will be allocated to children on the waiting list in accordance with the oversubscription criteria.

Submission of applications for in-year admissions

Subject to provisions regarding waiting lists and the normal admissions round, the Academy will
operate a waiting list for each year group. Where in any year Grace Academy Coventry receives
more applications for places than there are places available, a waiting list will operate. This will be
maintained by Grace Academy Coventry and it will be open to any parent to ask for his or her
child’s name to be placed on the waiting list, following an unsuccessful application.
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2. Oversubscription Criteria:

As previously stated, all children whose Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plan names the Academy
will be admitted before any other places are allocated. If there are more requests than there are
places available within the Academy’s admission number, places will be allocated in accordance
with the following criteria and in the order shown below:

a) Children who, at the time of admission, are in the care of a local authority or are provided with
accommodation by the authority (Looked After Children). Also children who were previously
looked after but ceased to be so because they were adopted, or became subject to a Child
Arrangements Order, Residence Order or a Special Guardianship Order. A looked-after child is
defined in Section 22 of the Children Act 1989.

b) Children of staff at the Academy, in either of the following circumstances:

e The member of staff has been employed at the Academy for 2 or more years at the
time at which the application for admission to the Academy is made, or

e The member of staff is recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a demonstrable
skill shortage.

c) Children who live in the catchment area served by the Academy, who have a brother or sister
attending the Academy provided that the brother or sister is of compulsory Academy age and
will continue to attend that Academy the following year. The definition of brother or sister
includes step-brothers, step-sisters, half-brothers, half-sisters and adopted brothers and
sisters living at the same permanent address.

d) Other children who live in the catchment area served by the Academy.

e) Children living outside the catchment area with a brother or sister who currently attends the
Academy, provided that the brother or sister is of compulsory Academy age and will continue
to attend that Academy the following year.

f) Children by reference to the distance from home to the preferred Academy. If it is not possible
to meet all of the requests in any one of the categories described above, they will be prioritised
by reference to distance from home to the Academy. If a tie break situation arises, places will
be offered as per paragraph 6.3.
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Applications for Sixth Form

The Sixth Form admission number is 140. The criteria for admission is as follows:

e For level 3 qualifications, students require at least 5 GCSEs (or level 2 equivalent) at grade
5 or above. In addition, individual subjects may have specific further requirements.

All entry requirements are discussed with potential applicants at interview. Whatever the level
of ability, all students are expected to show commitment towards studying and a willingness to
follow the dress code.
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