[bookmark: _GoBack]Curriculum Overview – English
Key Stage 3
	
	Year 7: “The Power of Language”
	Year 8: “Time and Place”
	Year 9: “Me and my world”

	

	Assessment Point 2: All students will be assessed formally on work from Half Term 3 during Half Term 4

	Summer Term 1
	Being an effective orator
	“Can a speech change the world?”
	Poetry (& creative writing)
	“How can a poem reflect your experience in the world?”
	Creative Writing – Making the Ordinary, Extraordinary. 
	“How can we breathe life into the ordinary through words?”

	
	 In this unit, we will explore some important seminal and modern speeches to understand the power that words can have in shaping attitudes, politics and actions.  This is so that students can:

· Write an effective persuasive piece using appropriate techniques
· Deliver a persuasive speech

	In this unit, we will how writers use poetic techniques to create meanings, and create & break stereotypes. 
This is so that students can: 
· Analyse deep meanings and how poets deploy technique to convey these
· Adopt similar techniques and themes of language in our own descriptive and poetic writing.
	In this unit, we will look at how writers can take everyday ideas, objects and topics and make them sound exciting and extraordinary through the craft, control and deployment of precise language and syntax.  This is so that students can:
· MASTER their technical accuracy before their GCSE studies
· GROW a richer and more sophisticated repertoire of vocabulary and writerly technique, readying them for their GCSE studies

	Summer Term 2
	Novel:
“Ruby in the Smoke”
	“How far can language transport us to another era?”

	Describing Dystopia
	“What does a dystopian future look like?”
	Noughts & Crosses
	“How does human strength overcome barriers?”

	
	In this unit, we will explore meanings, characterisation and structural choices across a whole novel.  This is so that students can:
· Write ‘as’ a character, in the first person
· Write in a range of formats
· Analyse and comprehend deep meaning across a whole text (reading)
	In this unit, we will explore how the future is portrayed through a selection of literary extracts from across eras.  We will, explicitly focus on how a ‘dystopian’ vision is created (preparing us for our whole novel study in year 9).  This is so that:
· Students can write creatively and in the style of a literary great
	In this unit, we will complete our key stage 3 journey by reading a dense and challenging text exploring themes and subject matter which affects students in their contemporary world.  It will allow us to debate topics which will recur throughout their GCSE studies and will help to shape their own perceptions and voice.  This is so that students can:
· Describe dystopian landscapes in a convincing and personal way (Writing)
· Talk about the contexts and personal experiences of a writer and how they affect their texts (Reading)


	Assessment Point 3: All students will be assessed formally on work from Half Term 5 during Half Term 6





Key stage 4

	
	Year 10
	Year 11

	
	Unit 
	Where does this fit into their GCSE?
	Unit 
	Where does this fit into their GCSE?

	

	Summer Term 1
	Spoken Language 
& Comparative Reading
	Spoken Assessment
Language Paper 1 (Q1-4)
	Revision Season: 

	
	

As above, students will be continuing with the focuses from Spring Term 2.

	By this point in the year, the content is finished, and students will now be revisiting key topics with the aim of revisiting key knowledge, and practicing essays and answers in line with exam requirements (see above)

Students should be supporting in-class revision with their own extensive revision, using past papers and materials given by school.


	Summer Term 2
	Poetry: Power & Conflict (Part 2 – Identity, nature and culture)

	Literature paper 2, Section A
	Examination season

	
	Linked to the requirements of Section B of Lit Paper 2 (see above), students will study:
· How prevalent themes and intentions are shown within the remaining anthology poems and how they relate to bigger themes. 
· Exploration of poetic techniques. 
· Contextual information that underpins each poem. 
· How to write a comparison Knowledge retrieval and critical content revision. Extended essay planning/ writing – which poems compare with which?
· What poetry is and what the purpose of unseen poetry is. How writers can use language, structure and form to portray messages.
· The way the content of a poem can be analysed / interpreted in different ways.
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