G Grace Academy

Subject:
Geography

Term: Spring 1

This term, we are studying...

Year Topic(s)

Why this? Why now?

Year 7 Rivers

Students will explore rivers are formed, how
they help to shape our landscape and the
problems that can be caused by them. They
will also assess how rivers can be managed
through two case studies.

Year 8 Ecosystems

Students will be introduced to global biomes
and how to describe their distribution. Students
will then link this back to the work they
completed in Year 7 on high and low pressure,
and climate graphs for different biomes. An in-
depth study of the tropical rainforest biome will
then follow with key concepts such as
adaption, nutrient cycles and exploitation.
Students will then assess the opportunities
and challenges of rainforest exploitation.
Students will finish by comparing tropical
rainforests to hot deserts

Year 9 Urbanisation

Students will then begin looking at the issues
surrounding life in urban areas especially
those in the UK. Students will begin to look at
how site and situation impact the growth of
cities and how this is seen in key models such
as the Burgess Model.

Year 10 Urbanising World

Students will begin the Urbanising World topic
which completes Paper 1. This unit looks at
how globalisation is bringing the world and
countries together. It also introduces the
challenges of urban living such as mass
migration, growth of megacities and how we
respond. Students will be introduced to the site
and situation of Mumbai, and will asked to
explain the significance of this. Students will
then consider quality of life in megacities
before looking at the challenges and
opportunities of life in megacities. Students will
then explore how megacities can be made
sustainable and look at examples of top-down
and bottom-up development in Mumbai.




Year 11

People and the biosphere
(Paper 3)

Forests under threat

Energy resources

Year 11 are now focusing on Paper 3 which
looks at issues facing the planet today.
Students will begin by looking at the
distribution of key biomes of the world, the
reasons for the location of them and how
location influences the key characteristics of
biomes. Students will then look at how biomes
help to maintain life on Earth. Students will
them look at how resources are distributed and
how population growth is linked to resources
through Malthusian and Boserupian Theories
and assess how appropriate they are in the
modern world.

This unit takes the core knowledge of biomes
from the previous unit and applies it to two
different types of forest — taiga and tropical
rainforests. Pupils will look at the
characteristics, threats and ways of protecting
each type of forest. Pupils will be able to
assess the different threats and evaluate
methods of protecting different types of forest.

The final GCSE unit will allow pupils to recall
key knowledge from the Energy unit in Year 9.
Pupils will look at different energy production
methods and different renewable and non-
renewable methods. Pupils will look at the
issues associated with rising oil and energy
prices and how we can make homes and cities
more sustainable.




